SDM4FL Coalition 
Advocacy Toolkit 

Contact Your Legislators
Ask them to vote YES on SDM!

[bookmark: _Hlk61026788]Contact your Florida State Representative and Senator and tell them to vote YES on the Supported Decision-Making Bill, SB 1010 and HB 681. Your legislators want to hear from you. They were elected to represent you! 

If you are not able to make a phone call, writing a letter or an email is the next best thing!

· Find your State Representative here: https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/representatives/myrepresentative.aspx 

· Find your State Senator here: https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/Find 

Tip: If you click on the member’s page, there is an option to "contact member" or "email this senator."

In your letter: 
· Use personal and local examples to make your point. 
· If you are a person with a disability or a loved one using SDM, and you feel comfortable, share how SDM has made your life better.
· The Florida Senate has provided advice on contacting your legislators: https://www.flsenate.gov/About/EffectiveCommunication 

Below is a sample email or letter. Remember, putting this in your own words will make it more effective:

The Honorable ____________________
State Senator/Representative, District #
The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Dear Representative/Senator _____________, 
My name is __________________. I represent _______________. I live in ___________ county, in ____________.
I am calling to ask that Senator/Representative ___________ vote YES on SB 1010/HB 681, the Supported Decision-Making Law.
Supported Decision-Making is an alternative to guardianship that allows people with disabilities to keep their rights and make their own decisions with the support of people they trust. It is a unique tool proven successful in 12 states and D.C., that will further the Florida Legislature's intent to ensure guardianship is only imposed when there is no alternative.
This year, as people with disabilities—especially those who are older adults—face heightened challenges as a result of COVID-19, the ability to make their own decisions, including housing and medical choices, is more essential than ever.
Supported Decision-Making is really important to me because . . .
This Supported Decision-Making law will impact my life by . . . 
In our district, Supported Decision-Making will have a big impact by . . .
Thank you for reading my story and considering my request. I would like to receive a response in writing. 
Sincerely, 
_____________________
NAME
ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS




